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In a study by the National Center for Health Statistics, children with private health insurance were more
likely (41.5%) to have received one or more HPV vaccine doses compared with children with Medicaid
coverage (37.0%), other government coverage (30.2%), and those without insurance (20.7%) These gaps
indicate a need for focused outreach among these populations.  

The HPV vaccine is safe and effective. When the HPV
vaccine series is completed in adolescence, it prevents
over 90% of HPV cancers. Although in Tennessee HPV
vaccination rates have increased by over 20% in recent
years, HPV coverage (64.4%) remains well below other
routinely recommended adolescent vaccines such as
TDaP (92.2%) and MenACWY (82.9%). TN remains close to
the national average of 62.6%.

Some populations such as white/non-Hispanic,
adolescents are uninsured resulting in even lower HPV
vaccine coverage rates due to access to care cost barriers.

H P V  V A C C I N A T I O N  R A T E S  R E M A I N  L O W

Start vaccinating your patients for HPV at 9 years of age! 
By giving a strong recommendation to vaccinate at age 9, providers:

Allow more time to complete the vaccination series by age 13, as recommended by the CDC
Reduce the number of shots administered per visit from 3 to 2
Provide protection against HPV well before likely first HPV exposure
Decrease caregivers’ concerns about their child initiating sexual activity
Increase up-to-date HPV vaccination rates in your practice .

B E N E F I T S  O F  V A C C I N A T I N G  E A R L Y

C A L L  T O  A C T I O N

Give a strong recommendation centered around the patient for HPV vaccination starting at age 9.
             Example: “Marcus is now 9, so today he'll get a vaccine that prevents six types of HPV cancers.” 
             Use this guide to recommend HPV vaccination more effectively.

Every visit counts! Review vaccination status for all adolescent patients and offer vaccination at every
opportunity, even a non-routine or sick visit. 
Check your clinic’s HPV vaccination rates at regular intervals. Identify patients who are due for an
HPV dose, contact them to schedule appointments.
Check your county’s vaccination rates using the TDH Coverage Rate Dashboards to identify needs in
your area and how your clinic compares to county rates.

I S  C A N C E R  P R E V E N T I O N

HPV Vaccination
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H P V  V A C C I N A T I O N  R A T E  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 2
A C C O R D I N G  T O  C D C  V A X V I E W

B y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a n d  p r i o r i t i z i n g  H P V
v a c c i n a t i o n ,  w e  c a n  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e  f o r
o u r  y o u t h  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  c a n c e r  i n
T e n n e s s e e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e
h e a l t h  o f  T e n n e s s e a n s !

Citation
1. O'Leary SC, Frost HM. Does HPV vaccination initiation at age 9, improve HPV initiation and vaccine series completion rates by age 13?
Hum Vaccin Immunother. 2023 Dec 31;19(1):2180971. doi: 10.1080/21645515.2023.2180971. Epub 2023 Mar 9. PMID: 36892245; PMCID:
PMC10026893.

1

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db495.htm#fig2
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/teenvaxview/data-reports/index.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8903982/#:~:text=Findings%20of%20the%20NIS%2DTeen,and%2066%25%20with%20Medicaid%20insurance.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8903982/#:~:text=Findings%20of%20the%20NIS%2DTeen,and%2066%25%20with%20Medicaid%20insurance.
https://hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9/
https://www.hpviq.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/AAT-flyer.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/health/vaxdash

