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2024 ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable 
Virtual National Meeting Agenda
Monday, October 7: HPV Vaccination is Cancer Prevention
12:00 PM ET  Welcome to the Celebration 
   •  Tamika Felder, Cervivor

12:05 PM ET   10-Year Celebrate & Innovate Interview 
   •  Tamika Felder, Cervivor 
   •  L.J Tan, MS, PhD, Immunize.org

12:15 PM ET  Panel Q&A: HPV-Related Cancers Survivors 
   •  Moderator: Tamika Felder, Cervivor 
   •  Lindsay Gullatte-Lee, Get in Good with Your Health, Cervivor Ambassador 
   •  Susie Sanchez, HPV Cancers Alliance 
   •  Mike West, JD, Ensign Services, Inc.

12:55 PM ET  Cancers Associated with HPV  
   •  Virginia Senkomago, PhD, MPH, Centers for Disease Prevention and Control

1:25 PM ET  Celebration Wrap-Up & After Party 
   •  Christina Turpin, American Cancer Society

Tuesday, October 8: New and Emerging Science in HPV Vaccination
12:00 PM ET  Welcome to the Celebration 
   •  Michelle Fiscus, MD, FAAP, Association of Immunization Managers (AIM)

12:05 PM ET   10-Year Celebrate & Innovate Interview 
   •  Michelle Fiscus, MD, FAAP, Association of Immunization Managers (AIM) 
   •  Melinda Wharton, MD, MPH, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

12:15 PM ET  Potential Impact of HPV Vaccine Initiation at Age 9 
   •  Kunal Saxena, MS, PhD, Merck

12:25 PM ET  2023 National Immunization Survey-Teen Data 
   •  Cassandra ‘Sandy’ Pingali, MPH, MS, Immunization Services Division,  
      National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Centers  
      for Disease Control and Prevention

12:35 PM ET  HPV Vaccination Immune Response and Research to Practice 
   •  Stephanie Staras, MSPH, PhD, University of Florida

12:45 PM ET   Panel Q&A: New and Emerging Science in HPV Vaccination 
1:20 PM ET  Celebration Wrap-Up & After Party 
   •  Gabrielle Darville-Sanders, PhD, American Cancer Society



Wednesday, October 9: Advancing HPV Vaccination Equity
12:00 PM ET  Welcome to the Celebration:  
   •  Rebecca Perkins, MD, MSc, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG)

12:05 PM ET   HPV Vaccination and (In)equity: The Big Picture 
   •  Jennifer C. Erves, PhD, Vanderbilt University Medical Center

12:15 PM ET  Panel Q&A: HPV Vaccination Equity within Special Populations 
   •  Moderator: Ashanda Saint Jean, MD, FACOG, National Hispanic Medical Association  
   •  Mollie Aleshire, DNP, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, PPCNP-BC, FNAP,  
      University of Louisville School of Nursing 
   •  Daisy Morales-Campos, PhD, The University of Texas Health Science Center  
      at Houston, School of Public Health, San Antonio Regional Campus 
   •  Synovia Moss, MPA, Good Health Women’s Immunization Networks  
      (Good Health WINs), National Council of Negro Women, Inc.

12:50 PM ET:  HPV Vaccination Equity: Access with Non-Traditional Providers 
   •  Moderator: Ashanda Saint Jean, MD, FACOG, National Hispanic Medical Association  
   •  Alice P. Chen, DMD, FAAPD, Roseman University 
   •  Parth Shah, PharmD, PhD, Hutchinson Institute for Cancer Outcomes  
      Research (HICOR) and the Cancer Prevention Program, Public Health  
      Sciences Division, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center 
   •  Karen Schwind, BSN, RN, NCSN, Texas School Nurses Association

1:25 PM ET  Celebration Wrap-Up & After Party 
   •  Kiara Long, MPH, American Cancer Society

Thursday, October 10:  HPV Vaccination Collaborations & Partnerships 
12:00 PM ET  Welcome to the Celebration 
   •  Kristin Oliver, MD, MHS, Icahn School of Medicine,   
      American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

12:05 PM ET   10-Year Celebrate & Innovate Interview 
   •  Kristin Oliver, MD, MHS, Icahn School of Medicine,  
      American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
   •  Margot Savoy, MD, MPH, FAAFP, FABC, FAAPL, CPE, CMQ,  
      American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP)

12:15 PM ET  Taking Action on HPV Vaccination in New York State 
   •  Michael Seserman, MPH, American Cancer Society 
   •  Manika Suryadevara, MD, MPH, SUNY Upstate Medical University 
   •  Annalea Trask, Stony Brook Cancer Center

12:30 PM ET  Panel Q&A 
   •  Moderator: Lisa Robertson, MPH, Indiana Immunization Coalition

12:50 PM ET  National Rural HPV Vaccination Collaboration 
   •  Heather Brandt, PhD, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
   •  Ashley Lach, MHA, CPHQ, American Cancer Society 
   •  Sara Lolley, MPH, American Academy of Pediatrics

1:05 PM ET  Panel Q&A 
   •  Moderator: Lisa Robertson, MPH, Indiana Immunization Coalition

1:25 PM ET  Celebration Wrap-Up & After Party 
   •  Christina Turpin, American Cancer Society



Friday, October 11:  Global Best Practices in HPV Vaccination 
12:00 PM ET  Welcome to the Celebration 
   •  Heather Brandt, PhD, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

12:05 PM ET  10-Year Celebrate & Innovate Interview 
   •  Heather Brandt, PhD, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
   •  Noel Brewer, PhD, University of North Carolina Gillings School  
      of Public Health

12:15 PM ET  Public Health Impact, Efficiency, and Equity of HPV Vaccination  
   at the Global, Regional, National, and Income Levels 
   •  Kaja Abbas, PhD, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (UK)  
      and Nagasaki University (Japan)

12:30 PM ET  International Papillomavirus Society One Less Worry Campaign 
   •  Joel Palefsky, MD, FRCP(c), University of California, San Francisco

12:45 PM ET  HPV Vaccination Behavioral Intervention Pathways in  
   3 Low- & Middle-Income Countries 
   •  Sara Comstock, MSSW, American Cancer Society

1:00 PM ET   Panel Q&A: Global Best Practices in HPV Vaccination 
1:25 PM ET  Celebration Wrap Up & After Party 
   Gabby Darville-Sanders, PhD, American Cancer Society



Monday October 7
Tamika Felder 
Chief Visionary, Cervivor
A cancer survivor, award-winning women’s health advocate, 
and Chief Visionary at Cervivor - a nonprofit dedicated to 
cervical cancer advocacy and support - Tamika Felder also 
has a mission to eradicate cancer and shine a spotlight on the 
patient voice in healthcare. 
Named a “Cancer Rebel” by Newsweek, Tamika is a highly 
sought-after speaker on cervical cancer advocacy, cancer 
prevention, HPV education, and living life with purpose. She’s 
shared her story on Presidential Panels convened by the White 
House, trained thousands of ambassadors using her signature 
patient advocacy framework and traveled internationally to 
share her experiences with women around the world. Tamika 
currently serves on the steering committee of the National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable. A member of Family Reach’s Cancer 

Equity Initiative National Strategic Council, she is regularly tapped by leading organizations and 
Fortune 500 companies around the globe to share her story and expertise.   
An award-winning television producer and host, Tamika is a captivating personality, as well 
as an engaging and talented storyteller. Her work has led to her being featured in Bravo’s 

“Real Housewives of Beverly Hills” franchise; as well as a profile feature in the award-winning 
documentary “Someone You Love: The HPV Epidemic.” 

Lindsay Gullatte-Lee 
Founder & Director, Get In Good With  
Your Health Cervivor Ambassador
Lindsay Gullatte-Lee, a resilient stage 3C cervical cancer 
survivor, fulfills the role of Director at Get In Good With 
Your Health. Beyond being a published author, devoted 
wife, mother, and dynamic motivational speaker, Lindsay 
stands out as an advocate for cervical cancer prevention 
and awareness. Her journey from cervical cancer survivor 
to advocate is characterized by a dedicated commitment 
to dispelling myths and confronting stigmas associated 
with cervical cancer. Lindsay’s impactful work is driven by a 
mission to expand her Get In Good with Your Health’s Health 
Fair/Pop Up Shop nationwide, with the goal of educating and 
empowering individuals on the importance of cervical health. 
A 2023 Cervivor School graduate, and now Cervivor mentor, 

Lindsay has acquired additional knowledge and skills, poised to make a significant impact in 
the ongoing fight against cervical cancer. Her dedication to raising awareness and providing 
support to those affected by cervical cancer serves as hope in the collective journey towards 
eradicating this disease.



Susie Sanchez 
Anal Cancer Survivor, HPV Cancers Alliance
Susie Sanchez is an executive assistant who works remotely 
from the Bay Area and Northeast Georgia. Susie has over 25 
years’ experience as an executive assistant. She’s a devoted 
wife, mother of three, a grandmother, published author of 
her memoir— “The Dream Lived” —a former professional 
cheerleader, and a recent cancer survivor.
Susie captured the attention of many on a national level 
dancing as a professional cheerleader in the NFL during the 
2011-2012 season for the Oakland Raiders as a Raiderette. “The 
Dream Lived” is a true, inspirational story that demonstrates 
hope, determination, and the magic of knowing what life is like 
when you live your dreams. It’s an example and a reality that 
all dreams are attainable.
In March of 2021, Susie was diagnosed with anal cancer 

caused by HPV. As a cancer survivor, she’s passionate and finds it imperative to share her story 
to the world. She hopes to offer awareness, education and knowledge regarding anal cancer, 
HPV, and the HPV vaccine to as many as she can. Protecting future generations from this deadly 
virus with the HPV vaccine is a must to Susie. From living the dream to cancer survivor – Susie 
has experienced many pivotal moments throughout her life.

Virginia Senkomago, PhD, MPH  
Epidemiologist in cancer surveillance branch,  
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control.
Dr. Virginia Senkomago is an epidemiologist in the Cancer 
Surveillance Branch in the Division of Cancer Prevention and 
Control at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). She works on the production and dissemination of 
various U.S. Cancer statistics (USCS) data sets and is also 
a subject matter expert on human papillomavirus (HPV)-
associated cancers and cervical cancer. Dr. Senkomago 
publishes on HPV-associated cancers in USCS data and 
other data sets. She obtained a PhD in Epidemiology from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and an MPH from 
Yale University. 



Litjen (L.J) Tan, MS, PhD 
Chief Policy and Partnerships Officer, Immunize.org 
Co-Chair, National Adult and Influenza Immunization Summit
L.J is the Chief Policy and Partnerships Officer for the 
Immunization Action Coalition, the nation’s leading developer 
and provider of novel and impactful immunization resources 
to advocate for and educate and facilitate immunizations. She 
holds a PhD in medical science, specializing in medical and 
public health policy development and advocacy pertaining 
to infectious diseases, with a particular focus on vaccine-
preventable diseases, emerging infections, and antimicrobial 
resistance. Nationally recognized for her passion for infectious 
disease and public health advocacy, for organizing and 
mediating innovative forums to address important public 
health policy needs, and for dynamic presentations within 
these fields, she serves as a consultant for the ESWI and the 
APACI to develop influenza summits for the EU and for the Asia-

Pacific region. She directed the American Medical Association’s Division of Medicine and Public 
Health, whose mission was the complete integration of the disciplines of medicine and public 
health into a collaborative structure that supports primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention 
and wellness across the lifespan.

Mike West 
Vice President of Litigation, Ensign Services, Inc.
Mike West practiced law as a trial attorney for 30 years in 
California, primarily defending healthcare providers before 
recently accepting a position with Ensign as the Vice President 
of Litigation for its skilled nursing facilities across the country. 
Mike currently lives in San Diego, and he is a married father 
of two. Mike was diagnosed with Stage IV throat cancer 
due to HPV in August 2017, and his treatment consisted of 
surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation through the end of 
that year. Now almost 7 years beyond that challenge, Mike 
shares his story to schools, parents, and providers as a fierce 
advocate, working with such organizations as the California 
Department of Public Health, Head & Neck Cancer Alliance, 
and the American Cancer Society to bring awareness to the 
prevalence of HPV in our society and for the promotion of the 
HPV vaccine for children to protect them from HPV-related 

cancers in their future. Mike also enjoys sharing his story of survival to bring hope to those facing 
devastating obstacles in their life by finding blessings around you even in the darkest of storms, 
and he was previously recognized as the HPV Vaccination Advocate of the Year by the California 
HPV Vaccination Roundtable.



Tuesday October 8
Michelle Fiscus, MD, FAAP 
Chief Medical Officer, Association of Immunization Managers 
(AIM)
Dr. Michelle Fiscus is a board-certified pediatrician and 
public health advocate who practiced general pediatrics 
in Franklin, TN, for 17 years before transitioning to a career in 
public health in 2016. She served as the Medical Director of 
the Tennessee Department of Health’s Vaccine-Preventable 
Diseases and Immunization Program and led the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccination efforts until July 2021. She now serves 
as the inaugural Chief Medical Officer of the Association of 
Immunization Managers, the professional organization of the 
64 CDC-funded immunization programs across the U.S. states, 
territories, and major cities. Dr. Fiscus has served as a senior 
health policy consultant for the National Academy for State 
Health Policy and recently completed a term on the Board of 
Directors of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Dr. Fiscus is a 

proud graduate of Indiana University and Indiana University School of Medicine and completed 
her residency in pediatrics at Riley Children’s Health at Indiana University Medical Center. She 
and her family recently relocated to their forever home in Maryland.

Cassandra ‘Sandy’ Pingali, MPH, MS  
Epidemiologist, Immunization Services Division, National Center 
for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention
Cassandra (Sandy) Pingali is an epidemiologist at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention in the Immunization 
Services Division. As part of her role as the subject matter 
expert for the National Immunization Survey-Teen, she leads 
a yearly MMWR assessing vaccination coverage among 
adolescents ages 13-17 years. Her research interests include 
adolescent vaccinations, vaccine confidence, and health 
disparities.



Kunal Saxena, MS, PhD 
Director, Outcomes Research, Merck
Dr. Kunal Saxena is currently a Director of Outcomes Research, 
in the HPV Vaccines Value and Implementation team at 
Merck. He leads a variety of real-world evidence generation 
and modeling studies that demonstrate the impact of HPV 
vaccines in the US, and ex-US. One of his research interests 
is to highlight the impact of HPV vaccine initiation at age 
9. Kunal is a Health Economist by training, and holds a PhD 
in Health Economics and Outcomes Research from Virginia 
Commonwealth University.

Stephanie Staras, MSPH, PhD  
Professor and Associate Chair of Faculty Development, Health 
Outcomes and Biomedical Informatics, Program Co-Lead 
Cancer Control and Population Sciences, UF Cancer Center, 
Associate Director for the Institute for Child Health Policy, 
University of Florida 
Stephanie A. S. Staras, M.S.P.H., Ph.D., is a Professor and 
Associate Chair for Faculty Development in the Department 
of Health Outcomes and Biomedical Informatics. She is also 
the Associate Director of the Institute for Child Health Policy 
and co-lead for the UF Health Cancer Center’s Cancer Control 
and Population Science Program. Dr. Staras is an expert in 
rigorous and impactful research in prevention of HPV-related 
cancers and using implementation science methods to 
increase health equity. She focuses on improving the clinical 
recommendations for, parent receptiveness to, and access 

to HPV vaccines among adolescents within Florida. She has served as Principal Investigator on 
investigator-initiated National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Cancer Institute (NCI) funded 
and foundation grants with total PI funding of over $11 million. Her large, high-enrolling projects 
contributed critically to the UF Cancer Center NCI designation by demonstrating the necessary 
impact in the catchment area and comprising 40% of UF’s clinical trial accruals in the past three 
years.



Melinda Wharton, MD, MPH 
Associate Director for Vaccine Policy, National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention
Dr. Melinda Wharton currently serves as the Associate Director 
for Vaccine Policy and Acting Chief Medical Officer in the 
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. She 
received her medical degree from Harvard Medical School 
and master’s degree in public health from Johns Hopkins 
School of Hygiene and Public Health. She completed her 
training in internal medicine at the University of Michigan 
and her infectious diseases training at the Duke University 
Medical Center, in Durham, NC. Dr. Wharton joined CDC as an 
Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer in 1986 and was assigned 
to the Tennessee Department of Health and Environment in 

Nashville, TN. She joined CDC’s immunization program in 1992, and since that time has held a 
variety of positions. From 2006 to 2013, she served as Deputy Director of the National Center 
for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases and from 2013 to 2021, as Director, Immunization 
Services Division, NCIRD. She previously served as a member (2009-2015) and as chair (2012-
2015) of WHO’s Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety and as a member of FDA’s 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (2006-2020).



Wednesday October 9
Mollie Aleshire, DNP, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, PPCNP-BC, 
FNAP 
Assistant Professor, DNP Project Coordinator,  
University of Louisville School of Nursing
Dr. Mollie Aleshire completed doctoral training at the University 
of Kentucky in 2010. She has more than 20 years of nursing 
experience and, for more than a decade, has mentored 
undergraduate and graduate students in the classroom, online 
learning, and clinical settings, as well as in community and 
global environments. Dr. Aleshire is certified as a primary care 
family and pediatric nursing practitioner. Dr. Aleshire previously 
served as an associate professor at the University of Kentucky 
College of Nursing and at the University of North Carolina 
Greensboro School of Nursing, where she also held the position 
of director of the DNP program.
Dr. Aleshire’s research focuses on health disparities, health 
promotion, healthcare access, and cancer prevention/

screening for minority populations. Her program of research aims to use a community-engaged 
approach to promote health and healthcare for disadvantaged groups, including sexual and 
gender minorities, black women, and women with increased risk for colorectal, breast, and 
HPV-associated cancers. Dr. Aleshire has authored numerous publications and presentations. 
Dr. Aleshire is a member of several professional organizations, serves as a manuscript reviewer 
for a number of journals, and actively participates in professional, university, community, 
and international service endeavors. Due to her contributions to interprofessional education, 
scholarship, and practice, Dr. Aleshire has been recognized as a Distinguished Scholar and 
Fellow of the National Academy of Practice in Nursing.

Alice P. Chen, DMD, FAAPD  
Associate Professor, Roseman University
Dr. Alice Chen is an Associate Professor at Roseman 
University’s Nevada campus. As a board-certified pediatric 
dentist and a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry, Dr. Chen is passionate about the prevention of oral 
diseases in children. Her focus in HPV prevention has led 
to collaborations with cancer organizations on both state 
and national levels. Dr. Chen strongly believes that just like 
providers from other facets of healthcare, dental professionals 
have a responsibility in advocating for HPV vaccine and 
prevention strategies. In her role as an educator and clinician, 
she works every day to make that a reality for dental students 
and dental residents.



Jennifer Cunningham-Erves, PhD, MPH, MAEd, MS, CHES  
Associate Professor, Department of Health Policy, Director 
of Community Engaged Research, Office of Health Equity, 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Dr. Jennifer Cunningham-Erves is a behavior scientist 
focused on cancer prevention behaviors and lowering 
associated disparities. Her research seeks to improve 
HPV vaccine uptake among children through behavioral 
interventions and implementation science while intersecting 
the sociocultural environment. Dr. Cunningham-Erves has 
also spearheaded efforts to identify and test strategies to 
better engage community members and leaders throughout 
the research process with a goal to increase understanding 
and participation of diverse populations. As the Director of 
Community Engaged Research, she is developing and will 
oversee a program that supports the collaborative research 
opportunities between academic researchers and the 

community along with the community-engaged research experiences of faculty, early-stage 
investigators, students, and staff at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

Daisy Y. Morales-Campos, PhD   
Associate Professor, The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston, School of Public Health, San Antonio 
Regional Campus
Dr. Daisy Morales-Campos’ research interests include public 
health education, cancer prevention, and maintenance of 
behavior change among Hispanics. She is especially interested 
in health, culture, and reproduction issues that immigrant 
women from Latin America and their children encounter 
in the U.S. She has extensive experience in the design and 
implementation of community-based participatory research, 
culturally appropriate research methods and protocols, 
cancer screening studies, and interventions for Hispanics 
utilizing a promotora model. Her research currently focuses 
on community-based and health system interventions to 
promote cancer prevention in underserved communities and 
in FQHC settings by working with providers and health care 

systems with an implementation science focus.



Synovia Moss, MPA   
National Project Manager, Good Health Women’s Immunization 
Networks (Good Health WINs), National Council of Negro 
Women, Inc.
 Synovia Moss is the CEO/Managing Partner of Moss Consulting 
& Management Group, Inc., which specializes in designing 
and leading large-scale community engagement initiatives 
to address social determinants of health with communities of 
color. She brings over two decades of expertise in marketing, 
strategic planning, program management, relationship 
building, and grassroots advocacy for organizations of all 
sizes and sectors. Currently, she is the Project Manager for 
Good Health Women’s Immunization Networks (Good Health 
WINs) for the National Council of Negro Women, Inc., with a 
reach of over 4,500,000 in the African American community. 
Good Health WINs partners with NCNW’s 32 national affiliate 
organizations and the black Greek letter organizations to 

increase vaccination coverage across different racial and ethnic adult populations currently 
experiencing disparities. Most recently, Synovia served as a global strategic advisor for the Brain 
Matters Early Learning Global Network, launched in 27 countries across four continents. Her love 
of neuroscience, community engagement, and program management led her to become the 
first program director for the Child Advancement Network (CAN) and Vroom Wisconsin Initiative 
at the Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI) at the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
Synovia has an adept skill to translate science into relatable programs, policy, and effective 
messaging leading to collective impact.
Guided by the tenants of faith, family and community, Synovia continues to advocate for 
women’s and children’s issues and health equity at the local, statewide and national levels. 
She is a member of the City of Milwaukee Mayor’s Task Force on Early Care; board of director 
for Pastors United; Chair of Health Equity for the Wisconsin Immunization Neighborhood’s 
statewide coalition of immunization advocates and is a member of the Milwaukee County 
Emergency Response Team for COVID-19. She designed and coordinated the “Vaccine Voices, 
Vaccine Choices” campaign in partnership with the Wisconsin Immunization Neighborhood, 
African American Ladies Empowered to Grow Opportunities (ALEGO), Pastors United, and other 
community-based groups to address vaccine hesitancy in the African American community. 
Synovia is an influencer and leads by example. She is currently the president and charter 
member of the NCNW Milwaukee Section and co-chair of the NCNW National Health Equity 
COVID-19 Sub-Committee. She received a BA in Political Science from the University of California, 
Riverside, and an MA in Public Administration from California State University, Dominquez Hills 
with honors.



Rebecca Perkins, MD, MSc 
Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology,  
Boston University School of Medicine. OB/GYN,   
Boston Medical Center
Dr. Rebecca Perkins is an Associate Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at Boston University School of Medicine, and a 
practicing gynecologist at Boston Medical Center. Her career 
is dedicated to reducing health disparities in cervical cancer. 
Her current research focuses on improving utilization of HPV 
vaccination and cervical cancer screening guidelines. Dr. 
Perkins is currently working on national projects related to HPV 
vaccination and cervical cancer prevention with the American 
Cancer Society, American Academy of Pediatrics, American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the American 
Society for Colposocpy and Cervical Pathology.

Ashanda Saint Jean, MD, FACOG 
Chair of OBGYN, National Hispanic Medical Association 
Dr. Ashanda Saint Jean is a graduate of The Sophie Davis 
School of Biomedical Education/CUNY Medical School. She 
received her doctorate in medicine from New York Medical 
College and completed her residency training at Danbury 
Hospital/Yale New-Haven affiliate in Danbury, Connecticut. She 
is a board-certified OB/GYN physician with over 20 years of 
experience working in New York City, focused on the delivery 
of quality care to underrepresented minority women. Her 
life’s work has been devoted to the excellence in health care 
delivery via a patient centered approach that is inclusive of 
comprehensive care, mental health, wellness, and combating 
social determinants of health. 
Dr. Ashanda Saint Jean is the Chair of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at Health Alliance Hospitals of the Hudson Valley, 

part of the Westchester Medical Center Health Network and an Associate Professor in the 
Department of OB/GYN at New York Medical College. She is a consultant for the New York City 
Department of Health, a member of the Ulster County Board of Health, the Hudson Valley section 
chair for ACOG (American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists)District II (New York State), 
the ACOG District II diversity, equity and inclusion delegate, representing New York State, for the 
ACOG national DEI delegation, a physician member for the New York State Coalition for Doula 
Access, and an appointed member of both the New York State and New York City Maternal 
Mortality Review Boards. 



Karen S. Schwind BSN RN NCSN 
Texas School Nurse Organization Past President (2020-2022)
National Board of Certification of School Nurses (NBCSN)  
Board of Directors 2024-2027 
ACS Subject Matter Expert for ‘Addressing HPV Vaccination 
in Texas schools,’ Project ECHO model
Karen Schwind is a graduate of the Toledo Hospital School 
of Nursing and Bowling Green State University in Ohio. Karen 
began as an elementary school nurse in New Braunfels in 1996. 
She served as the Health Services Director for New Braunfels 
ISD from 2004-2023, retiring in June 2023. She is a member of 
the National Association of School Nurses, the Texas Nurses 
Association, the Texas School Nurse Administrator Association 
(TSNAA) and the Texas School Nurse Organization where 
she serves as Immediate Past President. Karen has been a 
nationally certified school nurse since 2010. She serves on 
the Texas American Cancer Society HPV Coalition, Education 

Workgroup. Karen also serves on the advisory board for All for Them, a vaccine initiative to 
educate and immunize children for vaccines including HPV. Her mission is to serve as a health 
resource for nurses and colleagues by providing tools and evaluating research in educating 
them to best serve the health needs of their students. Karen’s vision is to provide opportunities 
within the community to improve health and wellness and to educate the child to protect and 
care for themselves and their environment.

Parth Shah, PharmD, PhD   
Assistant Professor, Hutchinson Institute for Cancer Outcomes 
Research (HICOR) and the Cancer Prevention Program in the 
Public Health Sciences Division at Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Center
Dr. Parth Shah is an Assistant Pprofessor with the Hutchinson 
Institute for Cancer Outcomes Research (HICOR) and the 
Cancer Prevention Program in the Public Health Sciences 
Division at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center. Dr. Shah conducts 
behavioral and implementation science research to inform 
clinical practice and health policy in healthcare delivery. Much 
of his research focuses on expanding the role of pharmacists 
in delivering cancer prevention and control services. Dr. Shah 
studies the adoption and integration of HPV vaccination 
services in community pharmacies to reduce missed 
opportunities for adolescents to get vaccinated. Additionally, 

a key component to adoption and use of HPV vaccination is effective provider communication 
about this evidence-based clinical service with parents and patients. As such, his research 
portfolio also includes health communication research focused on effective ways healthcare 
providers can recommend HPV vaccine and addressing vaccine hesitancy and misinformation. 
Dr. Shah also collaborates with researchers on domestic and global HIV prevention studies 
including behavioral and implementation research with the HIV Vaccine Trial Network (HVTN). 
Dr. Shah applies a multilevel perspective to understanding the challenges of implementing 
evidence-based clinical services into a community pharmacy context.



Thursday October 10
Ashley Lach MHA, CPHQ 
Program Manager, HPV Geographic Disparities,  
American Cancer Society
Ashley Lach, MHA, CPHQ, joined the American Cancer Society 
in 2009 as an Income Development Specialist. In 2014, she 
transitioned out of development and into a role within the 
patient support pillar where she led the goals of the American 
Cancer Society’s mission through comprehensive, prioritized 
partnerships with healthcare systems, payors, clinics, providers, 
and state agencies. In 2021, Ashley transitioned to a grant 
funded position working on the Interventions & Implementation 
team where she has been focused on increasing HPV 
vaccinations in rural and frontier communities. Ashley received 
her Bachelor of Arts in Communication from DePaul University 
and her Master of Health Administration from Ohio University. 
Ashley holds a basic certification of quality and safety from the 

Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) and is a Certified Professional in Healthcare Quality 
(CPHQ) which is the gold standard from the National Association for Healthcare Quality.

Sara Lolley, MPH 
Program Manager of Immunization Initiatives,  
American Academy of Pediatrics 
Sara Lolley, MPH, is an Immunization Initiatives Program 
Manager at the American Academy of Pediatrics. She oversees 
a CDC-funded grant, Supporting Pediatricians to Increase 
HPV and Pediatric Influenza Vaccination Rates. The project 
aims to provide education, resources on evidence-based best 
practices, and support for community-based organizations 
and providers to increase vaccination rates, particularly in 
rural areas. She is a member of the National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable and has participated in St. Jude’s Rural HPV 
Vaccination Think Tank. Sara received her degree from Umeå 
University in Sweden and is currently based in Chicago.



Kristin Oliver, MD, MHS  
Associate Professor, Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai
Dr. Kristin Oliver is a pediatrician and public health specialist. 
She is currently an Associate Professor in the Departments 
Environmental Medicine & Public Health and Pediatrics at 
the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. Dr. Oliver’s 
scholarly and research interests focus on quality improvement 
for vaccination and vaccine hesitancy. She represents 
the American Academy of Pediatrics on the National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable. She is the Program Director for the 
General Preventive Medicine Residency at Mount Sinai. Dr. 
Oliver has extensive experience working in public health 
and policy agencies. She previously served as a health care 
analyst for GAO in Washington, DC, and is currently a medical 
specialist for the New York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene. Dr. Oliver holds a BA from McGill University, and 

an MHS in Health Policy from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She received 
her MD from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine and completed residencies in Pediatrics and 
Preventive Medicine at the Mount Sinai Hospital.  

Lisa Robertson, MPH 
Executive Director, Indiana Immunization Coalition
Lisa Robertson has been with the Indiana Immunization 
Coalition since 2013. Lisa is a graduate of Hanover College and 
received her master’s degree in public health from IUPUI. Lisa 
spent 12 years as the Director of Reach Out and Read Indiana 
before coming to the Indiana Immunization Coalition. She 
enjoys reading, watching her kids play sports, her husband 
coach football, and hanging out with friends.



Margot Savoy MD, MPH, FAAFP, FABC, FAAPL, CPE, CMQ 
Senior Vice President, Education, Inclusiveness and Physician 
Well-Being, American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) 
Margot Savoy, MD, MPH, FAAFP, FABC, CPE, CMQ, FAAPL (she/
her) is Senior Vice President of Education, Inclusiveness, and 
Physician Well-Being for the American Academy of Family 
Physicians, Associate Professor of Family & Community 
Medicine and Urban Bioethics & Population Health at the 
Lewis Katz School of Medicine, and Associate Professor 
(adj) at the Maurice Kornberg School of Dentistry at Temple 
University. Dr. Savoy oversees the AAFP education portfolio 
from medical school through continuing medical education, 
the accreditation system, journal media and directs the Center 
for Diversity & Health Equity. She also is the lead for Physician 
Health First, the AAFP’s physician well-being program.
Dr. Savoy graduated from the University of Maryland School 

of Medicine in 2002, completed Family Medicine Residency Program at the Crozer-Keystone 
Family Medicine Residency Program (Springfield, PA) in 2005 and graduated from the University 
of North Carolina Chapel Hill Gillings School of Global Public Health in 2008 with a master’s 
degree in public health leadership with a focus on public health practice. She is certified by 
the American Board of Family Medicine, the Certifying Commission in Medical Management, 
the American Board of Medical Quality and is a Fellow of the American Academy of Family 
Physicians, American Association of Physician Leaders and the Advisory Board Company. 

Michael Seserman, MPH 
Associate Director, State Partnerships, NY and NJ,  
American Cancer Society (ACS)
Michael Seserman is currently an Associate Director of State 
Partnerships with the American Cancer Society and co-chair 
of the NYS HPV Coalition. Since joining ACS in 1999, Michael has 
focused on policy and system change with large organizations 
to advance cancer prevention especially in the areas of 
tobacco control, cancer screening and HPV vaccination. Before 
that, Michael was a Public Health Prevention Specialist at CDC 
where he supported the Office on Smoking and Health, the 
Division of HIV/AIDS, and later, the New York State Department 
of Health’s Bureau of Tobacco Control and the Division of 
Chronic Disease prevention. 



Manika Suryadevara, MD, MPH 
Professor of Pediatrics, SUNY Upstate Medical University 
Manika Suryadevara, MD MPH is a Professor of Pediatrics in 
the Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at SUNY Upstate 
Medical University in Syracuse, NY. In this role, Dr. Suryadevara 
cares for children with severe or unusual infections and 
immunodeficiencies in both the inpatient and outpatient 
settings. Her academic career focus is on improving vaccine 
confidence, delivery, and uptake in the community, with a 
particular focus on improving HPV vaccination rates. She is an 
active member of the NYS HPV Coalition, where she co-Chairs 
the Provider Education Sub-committee. She is also the Founder 
and Co-Chair of the AAP, NY Chapter 1, Section on Infectious 
Diseases Subcommittee. 

Annalea Trask 
Program Coordinator, Cancer Prevention in Action,  
Office of Community Outreach & Engagement,  
Stony Brook Cancer Center
Annalea Trask (she/hers) currently serves as Program 
Coordinator for the Cancer Prevention in Action (CPiA) grant 
program at Stony Brook Cancer Center in Stony Brook, NY. HPV 
vaccination as cancer prevention is central to the mission 
of CPiA, a NYS Department of Health grant supporting local 
cancer prevention interventions using a policy, systems, and 
environmental (PSE) change approach. In this role, Annalea is 
an active member of the NYS HPV Coalition and has served as 
co-chair of the Coalition’s Collegiate Health Workgroup since 
2023, dedicated to increasing HPV vaccination rates for college 
students across NYS. Prior to joining Stony Brook Cancer Center 
in 2021, Annalea’s tenure in health & human services includes 

over a decade in pediatric cancer support programs, health home care management, and 
health & human services leadership. Annalea’s passion for cancer support & prevention began 
as a teenager, when her sister was diagnosed with Leukemia in 2006 – and was proud to be 
among the first to be vaccinated against HPV cancers later that year.



Heather Brandt, PhD 
Director, HPV Cancer Prevention Program,  
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  
Heather M. Brandt, PhD, is director of the HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and co-
associate director for outreach in the St. Jude Comprehensive 
Cancer Center. She also serves as a full member in the 
department of epidemiology and cancer control. She is a 
faculty affiliate in the University of Memphis School of Public 
Health and University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public 
Health. As a social and behavioral scientist, her research 
interests focus on cancer-related health disparities in cancer 
prevention and control and specifically on working with allies 
and partners to effectively use what we know works to increase 
HPV vaccination.  
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Kaja Abbas, PhD 
Associate Professor, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine (UK) and Nagasaki University (Japan)
Kaja Abbas is an Associate Professor at the London School 
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (UK) and Nagasaki University 
(Japan). His research area is vaccine impact modelling with a 
focus on estimating the health, economic, and equity impact 
of vaccination programmes to support evidence-based 
decision-making on vaccination strategies in collaboration 
with partners and stakeholders at the global, regional, and 
national levels. He has worked on impact assessment of 
existing and new vaccines to inform vaccine policy in varied 
contextual settings of low-, middle-, and high-income 
countries.

Heather Brandt, PhD 
Director, HPV Cancer Prevention Program,  
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital  
Heather M. Brandt, PhD, is director of the HPV Cancer Prevention 
Program at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and co-
associate director for outreach in the St. Jude Comprehensive 
Cancer Center. She also serves as a full member in the 
department of epidemiology and cancer control. She is a 
faculty affiliate in the University of Memphis School of Public 
Health and University of South Carolina Arnold School of Public 
Health. As a social and behavioral scientist, her research 
interests focus on cancer-related health disparities in cancer 
prevention and control and specifically on working with allies 
and partners to effectively use what we know works to increase 
HPV vaccination.  



Noel Brewer, PhD 
Gillings Distinguished Professor in Public Health, UNC Gillings 
School of Global Public Health 
Dr. Noel Brewer is the Gillings Distinguished Professor of Public 
Health at the University of North Carolina in the Department 
of Health Behavior at the Gillings School of Global Public 
Health. Dr. Brewer was the inaugural chair of the National 
HPV Vaccination Roundtable. Brewer has a PhD in health 
psychology from Rutgers University and has been recognized 
as a Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science. His 
research explores why people engage in vaccination and 
other health behaviors that prevent cancer. Apart from his 
academic position, he serves on the Lancet Commission on 
Vaccine Refusal, Acceptance, and Demand and has advised 
the WHO and CDC on vaccination. He has also advised the 
President’s Cancer Panel under two presidents and the 

National Vaccine Advisory Committee. The Announcement Approach Training, developed by 
Dr. Brewer and colleagues, teaches health care providers to communicate more effectively 
about HPV vaccination and other vaccines for adolescents. Over 1,700 providers and clinical 
staff in 17 states have received the training to date. The National Cancer Institute designated it 
as a Research-Tested Intervention Program, and the CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics 
now recommend use of presumptive announcements when recommending HPV vaccine. Free 
materials are available at hpvIQ.org.

Sara Comstock, MSSW 
Program Manager – Global HPV Cancer Prevention,  
American Cancer Society
Sara Comstock is the Program Manager – Global HPV Cancer 
Prevention for the American Cancer Society. She has worked 
at the at the local, state, national and most recently globally, 
in cancer prevention and screening interventions to address 
health disparities.



Joel Palefsky, MD, FRCP(c) 
Professor, University of California, San Francisco
Joel Palefsky, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.P.(C) is Professor of Medicine and 
Infectious Diseases at the University of California San Francisco 
School of Medicine. He is an internationally recognized expert 
on the molecular biology, treatment, pathogenesis, and 
natural history of anogenital human papillomavirus infections, 
particularly in the setting of HIV infection. He is the director of 
the world’s first clinic devoted to prevention of anal cancer, 
the Anal Neoplasia Clinic Research and Education Center at 
the UCSF Cancer Center. He is the vice-chair of the National 
Cancer Institute (NCI)-supported AIDS Malignancy Consortium. 
He is the chair of the Anal Cancer /HSIL Outcomes Research 
(ANCHOR) Study, a national multi-site NIH study designed to 
determine whether treatment of anal cancer precursor lesions 
prevents the development of anal cancer and to identify 

biomarkers of progression. He is founder and past president of the International Anal Neoplasia 
Society and is past president of the International Papillomavirus Society. He is the founder and 
chairperson of the IPVS International HPV Awareness Campaign.



Sincerest Thank You to YOU, Our National HPV Vaccination 
Roundtable Supporters, for an Amazing 10 Years
As we celebrate a decade of progress, we sincerely thank you for your dedication to improving 
HPV vaccination to prevent HPV-related cancers. Your relentless efforts and innovative spirit 
have profoundly impacted public health, saved lives, and shaped a healthier future. Together, 
as the HPV Roundtable, we have transformed challenges into opportunities while championing 
equity and access for all.
Thank you for your commitment, passion, and vision. Our collective work sets the foundation for 
continued success in the fight against HPV-related cancer. We’re privileged to have you on our 
team for the next 10 years.
Please join us in thanking the passionate professionals who made this week-long event possible.
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About the American Cancer Society National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable (ACS HPVRT)
The American Cancer Society National HPV Vaccination Roundtable (ACS HPVRT) was 
established in 2014, in partnership with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The ACS 
HPVRT is a national coalition of over 90 member organizations working to raise HPV vaccination 
rates and prevent HPV cancers in the US. The ACS HPVRT is working to reduce the incidence of 
and mortality from HPV-associated cancers, through coordinated leadership, strategic planning, 
and advocacy. They believe that by working together over the long-term, the US can move 
towards ending vaccine-preventable HPV cancers as a public health problem. The American 
Cancer Society provides organizational leadership and expert staff support to the ACS HPVRT.
Thank you to our member organizations for partnering to advance HPV vaccination and prevent 
6 different types of HPV-related cancers.

Get Involved with ACS HPVRT or Connect, Learn,  
and Engage with ACS HPVRT.
• Visit our website for more information on the ACS HPVRT, join our listserv, and find out how to 

become more involved.
• Explore our YouTube Channel for all webinar recordings, interview, and more content from the 

ACS HPVRT
• Follow us and join the conversation: LinkedIn, Instagram, Facebook, X

http://www.hpvroundtable.org
https://www.youtube.com/@HPVRoundtable
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hpvroundtable
https://www.instagram.com/hpvroundtable/
https://www.facebook.com/HPVRoundtable/
https://x.com/HPVRoundtable


ACS National HPV Vaccination Roundtable Co-Chairs, 
Steering Committee, & Staff 

ACS HPVRT Co-Chairs

ACS HPVRT Steering Committee

ACS HPVRT Staff

Michelle Fiscus, MD, FAAP, 
Association of  
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Tamika Felder, 
Cervivor
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American Immunization 

Registry Association
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PharmD, MS, American 

Pharmacists Association

Christina Turpin

Sharon Perlman, 
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Health Dentistry

Rebecca Perkins, MD, 
MSc, American College 

of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists

Jane Grey, MPH, 
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University of North 
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of Public Health
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More information on the ACS HPVRT Leadership Here

https://hpvroundtable.org/leadership-2/steering-committee/

