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Who are we communicating to?

• Policy Makers, Donors, the Public

– Inspiration/Aspirational

• Scientific and Medical Communities

– Data



Why is elimination the message?



Urgency to save lives



With kind permission of @Carolyn Taylor

Every 2 
minutes 
another 
woman 

dies from 
cervical 
cancer



In the US
• 13,170 women will be diagnosed with cervical 

cancer in 2019

• 4,250 women will die of cervical cancer 



Countries that have declared they will be 
the first to eliminate cervical cancer:



Elimination
<1/100,000

WHO Goal
Elimination 
as a Public 

Health 
Problem

4/100,000

Current US rate
8/100,000



We have the tools to eliminate 
HPV-related cancers



Vaccine

Screening
Treatment

Cervical Cancer Elimination





After Decades of Declining Rates, 
Incidence and Mortality Rates Have Leveled Off in the US

National Cancer Institute, Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results program: seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/cervix.html 

CDC, National Center for Health Statistics
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Up-to-date HPV adolescent vaccination coverage falls short 
of national goal, 2017 
National Coverage = 49%

40-49%
30-39%

20-29%

50-59%

D.C.

60-69%

70-79%

Walker TY et al.  National, regional, state, and selected local area vaccination coverage among adolescents aged 13-17 years –
United States, 2017.  Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2018

2020 Goal: 80%



14 Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Reliable. Trusted. Scientific.

Cervical cancer screening rates fall short of national 
goal

Source: 2016 BRFSS Data - https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/brfssprevalence/index.html

Populations with lower Pap 
screening rates:

• Foreign-born women
• Women with low 

education levels and high 
poverty threshold

• Uninsured/underinsured

2020 Goal: 93%

National Coverage = 80%




