
STATE COALITIONS AND ROUNDTABLES TASK GROUP 

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT OF SOUTHEASTERN U.S. 

HPV COALITIONS 

   March 4-5, 2019 

Birmingham, Alabama  

 

 EVENT OVERVIEW 

EVENT 

LOCATION: 

University of Alabama at Birmingham 

O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center 

University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Wallace Tumor Institute (WTI) 101 

1824 6th Ave. South, Birmingham, AL  35233 

Campus map 
 

HOTEL: HILTON BIRMINGHAM AT UAB 

808 20TH STREET SOUTH,  

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 35205 

TEL: +1-205-933-9000  
 

• Located on the UAB campus, 10 minute walk to WTI 

• 7 miles from Birmingham International Airport  

• Complimentary airport shuttle—call for ride 

• On-site restaurant and bar 

• Outdoor pool and courtyard 

• Check in 4 p.m./check out 12 p.m. 
 

STATES 

ATTENDING: 

• Alabama 

• Arkansas 

• Georgia 

• Kentucky 

• Mississippi 

• South Carolina 

• Tennessee 
 

EVENT 

OVERVIEW: 

• The purpose of this invite-only summit is to convene coalition leaders for 

networking, best practice sharing, professional development, idea 

generation, and tangible problem solving.  
 

• We seek to spur regional momentum to close HPV vaccination 

disparities in the southeastern United States.  
 

• Day one’s focus is on networking, promising practice exchange, and 

problem solving.  
 

• Monday evening will commemorate International HPV Awareness Day 

at an offsite venue. 
 

• Day two focuses on capacity building, knowledge exchange, and 

creative solutioning. 

  

https://www.uab.edu/images/web/UAB_Campus_Map.pdf
https://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/alabama/hilton-birmingham-at-uab-BHMHHHH/index.html
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AGENDA: 
 

Monday, March 4, 2019—STATE CONNECTIONS 
 

Morning—

optional state 

meetings 

State teams are encouraged to meet and connect Monday morning 

with members from their own state.  This provides each state with the 

opportunity to discuss what they want to share with others, what they 

hope to learn, and start to envision how we might all advance 

together. 

 

• AL Team:  10:30-12, WTI Patient Education Room 
• KY Team: 8:30- 11:00 a.m., WTI 231 

*Please let us know if your group requires a meeting space 

 

12 P.M. Welcome Luncheon @ O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center—

Room WTI 101 

 

• Welcome to Summit:   Bethany Kintigh, Chair, State Coalitions 

and Roundtables Task Group, National HPV Vaccination 

Roundtable 

 

• Welcome to UAB’s O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center:   Dr. 

Michael Birrer 
 

Michael J. Birrer, MD, PhD 

Director, O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

 

• Keynote Luncheon Address: Dr. Isabel Scarinci 

 
Isabel C. Scarinci, PhD, MPH 

Professor, Department of Medicine 

Associate Director for Globalization and Cancer 

O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center 

University of Alabama at Birmingham 

 

1:15 P.M. Interstate Networking Activity 
Ryan Soisson, Soisson & Associates 

 

2:00 P.M. State of Our Southern Union Showcase #1: 

AR/KY/TN 

2:40 P.M. BREAK 

2:55 P.M. State of Our Southern Union Showcase #2: 

SC/MS 

3:15 P.M. HPV Yoga 

Jennifer Nkonga, HPV Roundtable 
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3:25 P.M. State of Our Southern Union Showcase #3: 

GA/AL 

3:50 P.M. Group Debrief 

4:30 P.M. BREAK 

6:00 P.M. COMMEMORATIVE DINNER:  

International HPV Awareness Day 

LOCATION: 

B & A Warehouse, Downtown Birmingham 

1531 First Avenue South 

Birmingham, Alabama 35233 

(205) 326-4220 

 

• TRANSIT:  Executive Shuttle Network will run a shuttle from the Hilton 

lobby beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 5:50 pm.  Multiple trips will be 

required to accommodate all guests. 

 

• SOCIAL HOUR: 6-6:30 (cash bar for beer & wine) 

 

• DINNER PROGRAM:  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 

• Welcome: Dr. Debbie Saslow, PhD, HPV Roundtable Vice-Chair 

 

• Keynote: Dr. Tammy Beckham, DVM, PhD, Acting Director, 

National Vaccine Program Office 

 

• Scientific Remarks: Dr. Warner Huh, MD, FACOG, FACS, Medical 

Director, UAB Cancer Service Line 

 

8:30 P.M. ADJOURN 

 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019—  

TOPICAL DISCUSSIONS @ UAB’s O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer  Center—

WTI 101 
 

8 A.M. Breakfast available at UAB WTI 101 

9 A.M. Welcome 

 

9:15 A.M. PANEL #1: Immunization & Data 

Claire Hannan, Executive Director, AIM 

Carmela Gupta, Sr. Prog. Mgr., AIRA 

Jane Pezua, Adol. Imm. Coordinator, CA DOH 
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10:00 A.M. PANEL #2:  Little p Policy 

Citseko Staples-Miller, Dir. State & Local Campaigns, ACS CAN 

Robert Clark, Chief Gov. Affairs Officer, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

Sarah Strawbridge, Assoc. Dir., U.S. Policy & Gov. Relations 

Cindy Lesinger, Immunization Director, AL DOH 

10:40 BREAK 

10:55 A.M. Moderated Q & A with Panel #2 

 

11:15 A.M. PANEL #3:  Health Plan Partners 

This plenary panel showcases Blue Cross Blue Shield Association’s (BCBSA) 

2018 Health of America seminal report “Adolescent Vaccination Rates in 

America.”  The report examined the medical claims of more than 1.3 million 

Blue Cross Blue Shield commercially insured adolescent members per year 

from 2010 through 2016. Presenters will review key findings and implications 

from the study, address health plan market drivers, and provide insight into 

how BCBS is engaging with coalitions around HPV vaccination initiatives.   

 

Mark Talluto, VP, Strategy and Analytics, Blue Cross Blue Shield Association 

Lisa Wright, MD, Medical Director, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama 

 

12:00 P.M.  Networking Lunch—Connecting with Counterparts 

• Guests are invited to have lunch with their functional counterparts 

from other states (ex: immunization leads, comp cancer, provider 

groups, academics, ACS staff, health department) 

 

1:00 TOPICAL BREAKOUTS 

Attendees are welcome to select the session of their choosing: 

 

Breakout #1:  Issues in Managing an HPV Coalition: Cat Herding 101 

North Pavilion 2532 

 

You asked for it! We heard your input on needing to hash out how your 

coalition might ramp up to a higher level of cooperation and impact. Do 

you host a “roundtable”?  Or a summit?  What about becoming an “official” 

HPV coalition?  Join this interactive, Q & A style session offering practical 

advice and lessons learned from other coalitions. Expert cat herders are 

ready to answer your burning questions and provide guidance on tangible 

issues.     

 

Discussion Leaders: 

Greg Parkington, ACS 

Kimberly Sharpe-Scott, NAACHO 

Katie Bathje, ACS 

https://www.bcbs.com/about-us/leadership/mark-talluto
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lisa-wright-1aa10014a/
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Breakout #2:  Increasing HPV Vaccination in Rural Communities: 

Challenges & Opportunities 

BOARD ROOM WTI 231 

 

In 2017, data from NIS-Teen revealed a major rural-urban disparity in HPV 

vaccination, with adolescents in rural areas less likely to receive the HPV 

vaccine than their urban counterparts. This interactive break-out session will 

provide participants with an opportunity to discuss the unique challenges to 

HPV vaccination that exist in rural Southern communities. Participants will 

provide input on various barriers that they have observed and will brainstorm 

creative, community-centered solutions.  

 

Discussion Leaders: 

Sayward Harrison 

Research Assistant Professor 

Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior 

Director of Research, SC SmartState Center for Healthcare Quality (CHQ) 

Arnold School of Public Health 

University of South Carolina 

 

Laura Fish 

Assistant Professor, Department of Community and Family Medicine 

Director, Duke Cancer Institute Behavioral Health and Survey Research Core 

 

BREAKOUT #3:  Survey Says…Top Kinds of Collaborations with Health 

Systems (& Medicaid Plans too!) 

WTI 101 

 

We peeked into the national HPV coalitions survey data to get a sense of 

how states are collaborating with health systems and plans.  We’ll talk about 

themes and innovations, and offer attendees the chance to share their 

work.  We’ll hear about work in Iowa to engage 3 Medicaid plans, and 

share some terrific tools from the HPV Roundtable to help support your work.   

 

Discussion Leaders: 

Sarah Shafir, ACS 

Bethany Kintigh, AIM/IA DOH 

Jennifer Nkonga, HPV Roundtable 

 

1:45 P.M. State Team Meetings—Regroup in Lobby 

 

2:15 P.M. State Reporting 
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2:40 P.M. Closing Remarks 

Achal Bhatt, CDC, Immunization Branch 

Nikki Hayes, CDC, Comprehensive Cancer Control 

2:50 P.M. Evaluation 

3:00 DISMISSAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding for this meeting was made possible in part by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Cooperative Agreement grant number NH23IP922551-03, CFDA # 93.733. The content of the meeting does 

not necessarily reflect the office policies of the Department of Health and Human Services, nor does the 

mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 

Government. 


